lo 

e, 

e 

e 

a 

Be 

t 

, 

s 

J 

} me Sae £3 
 & > 
=. 
2 6 
: e-Eort 


$ NOOYV 


en Moths 











aa: 


S| 





— Oe Sunday Shoo 





Copyright, 1939, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post-office at Philadelphia, nder th & March 3, 1879. 
Entered as second-class matter at the post-office department, Ottawa, Canada. B 





* Published weekly by The Sunday School 


~ Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, September 9, 1939 


Volume Ejighty-one. No. 36 


ny inredeigny'.75 
pean G1%_ 


coneREss 


BOST 





Lesson for September 24 in this issue 


Lesson 13.—Isaiah: Foretelling the Birth of the 
Messianic King. Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-%7; 11:1-5. 


Notes on Open Letters: 





Organizing a Men’s Class .............. 606 
Victory in Christ. III. By Robert C. Mc- 
WEEE UIIIN Save Nbiars Sie siottecosiens So% a's 607 
An African Girl’s Faith in the Bible. By 
EEO, ERNE cscs wet biec sce she 6% 608 
What We Learned About Israel’s Leaders. 
My Mary J. Galbraith ............... 609 
Notes from a Layman’s Greek Testament. 
pe ec... ee 609 
International Uniform Lesson ........... 610-616 
The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. By 
EME WI ENG WRG ok csc eccvesteeeces 616 
Wade C. Smith’s Engagements ........... 617 
og Oe en eee ice 617 


For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 


ST I x25, oid Aa 50 6 vie ass 0.4.0 CR swe S 618 
The Layman’s Tithing Bulletin .......... 619 
we 
The Gospel 
John 3:16 


By Barbara Cornet Ryberg 


FOR GOD, the Lord of earth and Heaven, 
SO LOVED, and longed to see forgiven, 

THE WORLD in sin and pleasure mad, 
THAT HE GAVE the greatest gift He had — 
HIS ONLY SON— to take our place, 

THAT WHOSOEVER — Oh, what grace! — 
BELIEVETH, placing simple trust 

IN HIM, the righteous and the just, 


. SHOULD NOT PERISH, lost in sin, 


BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE in Him. 


Canon Howitt’s Home-Going 
One of America’s best loved Bible 
teachers and leaders has gone to be with 
the Lord he loved and served faithfuliy 
for fifty-eight years. Canon F. E. 
Howitt, in his eighty-second year, was 
called Home from his earthly dwelling 
in Hamilton, Ontario, on August 25. He 
had been ill for six months, and confined 
to his bed for much of this time. Canon 
Howitt leaves behind many monuments 
of a long and faithful service in the 
Church of England in Canada, but it was 
his ministry as Bible teacher at Chris- 
tian conferences at such places as Amer- 
ica’s Keswick, Canadian Keswick, Ben 
Lippen, N. C., Montrose, Pa. and the 
like, that endeared him to thousands. 
A careful and thorough student of the 
Word, and a keen discerner of prophetic 
truth, Canon Howitt spoke with Spirit- 


filled authority. His messages were clear 
and simple, and yet deeply searching 
and personal. Always available for in- 
terviews, he sent each inquirer away 
with a sense of his personal interest)and 
concern in problems brought to him. 
His genuine humility ever brought ex- 
pressions of the help he had received, 
rather than any consciousness of the 
help he had given, and his very presence 
at a conference was in itself a benedic- 
tion. 


- 
Which Sunday? 


Sunday is the Lord’s Day. It is the 
first day of the week, the day on which 
the Son of God was raised from the dead 
after accepting the wages of our sin that 
we might be saved. This Lord’s day of 
the Christian is different from the Jew- 
ish Sabbath, or seventh day; but it is a 
holy day of precious privilege and oppor- 
tunity for the worship. and service of 
God. Men are trying to destroy it. The 
Lord’s Day Observance Association of 
England has issued a striking circular 
appealing to Christian people, under the 
title, “Which Sunday Shall We Have?” 
It asks these questions: “Shall Sunday 
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A Champion of 


HE Negroes of South Africa are 
“Tos crowded in our day. They 

are subjected to restrictions, over- 
taxed, dealt with unjustly in the courts, 
overcharged for their clothing by the 
bianket trust, and for their food through 
preferential grain legislation. Those who 
stand up for them face bitter hostility. 
One such was John White, English Meth- 
odist missionary, with an able backer 
in Arthur S. Cripps, an Oxford man and 
unattached Episcopalian minister, who 
still gives away all that comes to him, 
and himself as well. Cripps watches the 
courts to see that Negroes get fair play, 
and pleads incessantly with the Govern- 
ment for their better medical care. The 
South African Outlook told of another 
missionary who for more than thirty 
years has beén Native Commissioner for 
Mashonaland. “In 1908 he defeated a 
concession of native lands to a great 
Meat Extract Company. In 1914 he de- 


be, as in the past, the recognized Day 
of Rest in:our land? Shall Sunday be 
a day different from the other days of 
the week, with opportunities to pause in 
the rush of life and listen to the ‘still 
small Voice of God’? That is to say, 
shall Sunday be in reality the LORD’S 
Day, when after six days of toil and 
stress men and. women can rise from the 
dusty ways of the earth to the higher 
heights of worship and communion with 
our Father in Heaven? The alternative 
which the Sabbath breakers would es- 
tablish in our midst is a Sunday given 
up to theater plays, cinema perform- 
ances, vaudeville shows, prize-fights, 
motor races, fairs and circuses, and so 
on. This ‘New Sunday,’ as it is called, 
means extending the amusement indus- 
try to seven days’ trading every week; 
riveting the chains of Sunday slavery 
around the necks of thousands of toilers; 
and, saddest of all, hindering the prog- 
ress of the Gospel in our land.” The 
peril of England is the peril of America 
and of all so-called Christian lands to- 
day. We may not be able to change 
this until the Lord comes, but true Chris- 
tians everywhere can bear a true testi- 
mony to the holiness of the Lord’s day 
by their personal practice and example. 


% 


the Oppressed 


feated plans for taking over lands in 


_ the Sabi Reserve by a railway company. 


He fought for native reservations in the 
Hartley District and elsewhere.” 


“Force growled, ‘Move back your beacons 


there,’ 
Wealth whined for land as wolf for 

meat; 
Fraud lisped, ‘Your blacks have land tc 

spare’; 


But you made answer, mild, discreet. 

You laid expropriation low, 

You would not let one acre go.” 

John White, the apostle to the Ma- 
shonas, was a short little man with the 
courage of a giant, who for a genera- 
tion faced the wrath of witch doctors, 
corrupt officials, and brutal settlers. His 
championship of the natives brought on 
him the enmity of the local papers, so 
that he was told “a hundred men in the 
colony were ready to shoot him on sight.” 
He would go on foot and alone to quiet 
exasperated natives. If he stood be- 
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tween the Negroes and their oppressors, 
he also championed the oppressed in the 
Negro community. Girls were commonly 
sold to be wives, and if they rebelled 
against the choice made for them, were 
frequently tied on the ground close by 
fires which drove them nearly crazy 
with pain. White brought the most out- 
rageous cases before the Government 
in vain. “Only God’s grace can over- 
come these practices,” he would say. 
“When that comes all these brutalities 
and bestialities will cease.” 

He fought drink, securing a law pro- 
hibiting its sale to natives outside the 
larger towns. This absolutely trans- 
formed the mine barracks. He watched 
over colored girls going into service in 
white homes. If they were not pro- 
vided with proper sleeping places, he 
would refuse to recommend them to 
those who wanted them. In the great 
famine of 1922 men all over Rhodesia 
starved to death. White ordered three 
hundred sacks of meal from Salisbury, 
each costing him fifteen shillings, and 
this he himself gave from his poverty. 
In his evangelizing he made long jour- 
neys on foot from.kraal to kraal, often 
in fearful heat and with little to: eat. 
The sand was at times so hot that he 
could not touch it with his hand. On 
one occasion, finding a native evangelist 
sick, he put him and his family in his 
own ox team and himself walked 150 
miles to Salisbury. In those days there 
were no proper roads, and fevers were 
a matter of course. 

He told his people always to pray 
with their faces toward the Zambesi, 
as the men beyond the Zambesi had not 
heard the Gospel. Later in life he was 
invited by a chief in that distant region 
to visit him. He made the interminable 
trip through the jungle on foot, in peril 
of lions, and in desperate torture of mos- 
quitoes, the hottest place on earth. One 
night he was nearly captured by two 
hyenas. 

He reduced Mashona to writing, and 
translated the New Testament into it 
with the aid of a devoted Mashona evan- 
gelist, Chiremba. The two would go on 
evangelistic journeys and, when the ox 
team was unhitched, sit down together 
with a Zulu New Testament and trans- 
late into Mashona. 

In his school at Widdilove four hun- 
dred pupils were prepared as teachers 
and evangelists, and given training in 
weaving, farming, and carpentering. One 
Congo Black came two thousand miles 
to the school of which he chanced to 
hear. At this station church Mashonas, 
Matabeles, Basutos, Batongas, — at least 
a half dozen formerly hostile people, — 
were wont to sit down at the Communion 
together. One of. their favorite hymns 
is, “Since Jesus came into. my heart,” in 
a Mashona version. 

“Nobody can help the Blacks unless he 
loves them,” White was wont to say, and 
loved he was in return. Most of all for 
his patience! There was a little bell 
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in his room, and anybody was free to 
ring it at the door. The coming was 
ceaseless, and all were received as kings. 
Forty long and heroic years he served 
them. When he was dying the natives 
received by radio news of his approach- 
ing death and wept by the thousands. 
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He had planned to die among them, but 
could not. So he arranged that his 
ashes should be sent to Africa and buried 
alongside the grave of a devoted black 
evangelist, John Molele, who had given 
his life to save a white man during a 
Mashona insurrection. 




















Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 














Organizing a Men's Class 


Can you give us suggestions on the or- 
ganization and activities of a m°x’s Bible 
class? We have among our members a 
number of earnest, active men who are 
willing to work, and, beside the teacher, 
a president, vice-president, secretary, and 
treasurer.—A Pennsylvania reader. 

A member of the Times staff who 
teaches a men’s class wrote the follow- 
ing reply to this inquirer: 


I believe it is a good thing if at the 
outset a men’s class can have two aims 
clearly in mind: (1) to win other men 
to Christ; (2) to build up the members 
and all who attend in the Christian faith, 
through an increasing knowledge of the 
Word of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It seems to me of vital impor- 
tance that a Bible class should realize 
that one becomes a Christian only by 
the new birth, which is brought to pass 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as a personal Saviour, who shed his blood 
for our sins. Many adult classes, and 
even some churches today, are more 
like clubs, never emphasizing these 
truths and only providing a center for 
social and so-called Christian fellow- 
ship. 

When a class holds up the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the Saviour who can save and 
keep, and the Bible as the inspired Word 
of God, then it has something to offer to 
hearts burdened with sin and the cares 
of this life. 

From the Standard Publishing Com- 
pany, Eighth and Cutter Streets, Cin- 
cinnati,. Ohio, you may order the follow- 
ing books: 

“Activities for Bible Classes,” by Will H. 
Brown, $1. 

“101 Things for Adult Bible Classes to 
Do,” by Herbert Moninger, cloth 50 cents, 
paper 30 cents. 

“1,000 Bible Drill Questions,” by W. 
Burgess McCreary, 30 cents. 

Another member of our staff recom- 
mends highly the book by Herbert Mon- 
inger. I mention the book of questions 
because it is a_well-known fact, and I 
have found it so by experience, that 
questions are very useful in stimulating 
interest in Bible study. I used to: give 
my Sunday school class two fairly sim- 
ple questions each week on the lesson 
for the following week, asking them to 
write down the questions in small note- 
books, find the answers in the lesson pas- 


sage, and bring in the answers on Sun- 
day. This really helped, for it necessi- 
tated at least one reading of the lesson. 
That was in a class of boys in their 
teens, 

You may wish to 4use the International 
Uniform Sunday School Lessons,.and if 
so, you probably know there are many 
valuable helps on the study and teach- 
ing of those lessons. Of course THE SuNn- 
pay ScHoot Trmes has a great many 
helps on these lessons, including the 
Busy Men’s Corner, by William R. Ridg- 
way of Coatesville, Pa., a very striking 
cartoon each week by Dr. E. J. Pace, 
and “The Illustration Round Table,” giv- 
ing brief, pointed incidents illustrating 
the lesson. The leading lesson article in 
the Times is written by Dr. H. A. Iron- 
side, pastor of the Moody Church in 
Chicago. 

If you should wish to take up a differ- 
ent course, you might try the Scofield 
Bible Study leaflets, which you may ob- 
tain from the Philadelphia School of the 
Bible, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Phila- 
delphia. 

As you have a large class, including 
a number of earnest active men who are 
willing to work, you might use a num- 
ber of these on various committees, such 
as an attendance committee, a commit- 
tee on visiting and sending flowers to 
the sick, a music committee, a committee 
to arrange the programs of the monthly 
or quarterly meetings, and an evangel- 
istic committee. 

One of the best things such a class 
can do is to promote personal work 
among unsaved men. You might start 
with a small group, including only those 
in the class who are truly saved and are 
anxious to witness to others. For this 
work you may get Gospels and valuable 
leaflets from the Scripture Gift Mission, 
119 S. Fourth Street, Philadelphia. Such 
a group might also go to a Gospel mis- 
sion occasionally, where they might take 
charge of the program, giving personal 
testimonies and musical numbers. 


bd 


“One of the proofs of the divine 
authorship of the Bible is the totality of 
the impression it creates by its uncom- 
promising hostility toward sin.”—Dr. T. 
Cochrane, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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lll. Taking God at his word 


VICTORY IN CHRIST 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 























S QUICKLY as possible I sought 
A out Mr. Trumbull and had an in- 
terview with him. It was a bless- 
ing to hear him talk over the problems 
very quietly, and pray in definite re- 
quests. But I did not enter into any 
new experience. Two or three days 
passed, and one evening I met Mr. Trum- 
bull in the hall. He asked if I was sat- 
isfied, and I told him, no. He suggested 
that we go into the prayer room and 
pray together. As we walked through 
the hallway, there came to me this dis- 
tinct impression—perhaps it was a 
prayer: “I am going into that room, 
and I do not want to ,come out before 
this matter is settled and I have taken 
Christ as my Victory for daily living as 
well as my Saviour.” As I went into 
that prayer room there were three defi- 
nite facts in my mind. First, there was 
the great need in my life. I was a 
defeated Christian. I had need for this 
life of constant fellowship, of supernatu- 
ral victory over sin, of definite fruit 
bearing and answered prayer. The sec- 
ond fact was that, since I had taken 
Christ as my Saviour, the Lord was 
living in my heart to meet all these 
needs. The third fact was that on my 
part I was to surrender completely to 
him, and to trust him to supply every 
need. 


Two Definite Things to Be Done 


We went into the room 4nd kneeled 
down. My new friend prayed. I then 
prayed. But it was a different prayer from 
any I recalled praying before. It was to 
be an expression of a definite transaction 
that would make things completely dif- 
ferent in my life. I began very defi- 
nitely to do the two things I was sup- 
posed to do. First, I was to surrender, 
then to believe. 

From one. standpoint, I would have 
been counted a surrendered Christian. 
I had offered my life to go as a mis- 
sionary. Had anyone asked whether I 
wanted the whole will of God in my 
life, I should without hesitation have 
answered, yes. But on that day it was 
on my heart to make the matter a defi- 
nite thing. Later I learned new facts 
about surrender from the Word of God, 
and from the experience of myself and 
others as interpreted by the Word. But 
it is a glorious fact that God meets us 
when our heart is right, and he meets 
us where we are, and according to the 
measure of the knowledge we have. In 
my prayer I expressed my surrender in 
a logical way. First, I told the Lord I 
surrendered all my sins. This, of course, 


In this third part of his personal 
testimony, Dr. McQuilkin tells of all 
that it meant to him to' make a full 
surrender to the Lord, and of how 
he trusted God for victory. It may 
be a comfort to others to know that 
the transformation took place with 
little emotion, but his Bible became 
a new book, he found joy and peace 
in his own life, and power in service. 
The series of four articles will be 
concluded in next week’s issue. 








every real Christian has done. If we 
know that there are sins in our lives and 
we deliberately desire to keep on doing 
the things that we know are sinful, there 
is a grave question whether we have 
ever known the grace of God in our 
lives. Second, I told the Lord I wanted 
to surrender the doubtful things in my 
life. There were some things that I did 
not call sins. If I called them sins, they 
must be given up. Now I wanted to 
give God the benefit of the doubt, and 
yielded these things to him. 


If It’s Doubtful 


I recalled afterward a story told of a 
man and his wife who were going out 
to a party together. In this story the 
wife was ready to go, and her husband 


‘ was still upstairs finishing his dressing. 


After waiting a few moments she be- 
came impatient, went upstairs, and 
looked into the room. There was her 
husband standing before the bureau, 
picking up one slightly soiled collar 
after another, trying to decide which was 
clean enough to wear. His wife made 
one curt remark: “If it’s doubtful, it’s 
dirty !” He found a clean collar and put 
it on. If anything is doubtful for the 
Christian, it is not of faith, and that 
makes it sin (Rom. 14:23). It is, of 
course, possible for Christians to be 
legalistic and consider something wrong 
which is not really wrong, and there 
was at least one thing in my life that 
I yielded that day which afterward I 
discovered was not a sinful thing. 

At that time, the question of worldly 
amusements was not a problem, I had 
faced these problems some time before, 
and had definitely recognized the sin in 
card playing and in the theater. Danc- 
ing and smoking, two other questionable 
things that are often faced by young 
people as problems I had logically 
proved to myself were not God’s will for 
the Christian. All such things may be 
yielded to Christ, but that does not mean 


that peace and joy and victory and 
power will necessarily result. But if 
these worldly things are not yielded, 
they will be found to be a bar to Christ’s 
greatest blessing. 

After surrendering the doubtful things, 
I surrendered the things that I counted 
good things, along with my life plans. 
I was looking forward to going to the 
mission field, and I yielded this to the 
Lord in case it should be his will for me 
to remain at home. I yielded to the Lord 
my doubts concerning this and that part 
of the Old Testament. I recognized what 
a flimsy basis such doubts had as over 
against the overwhelming testimony to 
the Bible as the Word of God. In any 
case, the yielding of our own intellect 
to the guidance and control of God’s 
Spirit is a needful thing in facing all 
questions of truth. Then I told the Lord 
I surrendered my loved ones to him. His 
most precious gift to me at that time 
was the love of a young woman to whom 
I was engaged. It was a real transaction 
when I faced the question, and I told 
the Lord I would bow to his will in case 
he should want her’ love taken out of 
my life. This gift was returned in a 
more precious way. At that very hour, 
though I did not know it, my loved one 
was alone in another part of the con-~ 
ference grounds pouring out her heart to 
God and asking for the similar blessing 
of a Spirit-filled life. Ydars later a 
friend asked this question: “Would you 
be willing to surrender your wife to 
the Lord if he wanted to take her?” 
The answer seemed very natural: “Why, 
I did that when I yielded my life to the 
Lord.” : 


What About the Past? 


When I had reached this point in my 
prayer, a question came into my mind 
that seemed almost like an audible 
voice: “Now wait a moment. Do 
you think that with all those past fail- 
ures in your life, with all the neglected 
opportunities, you can in just a moment 
enter into this joy and peace and vic- 
tory that you have seen in other lives?” 
Another voice seemed to say, “You are 
making a surrender. Had you not bet- 
ter surrender the past to the Lord?” 

There was no emotion about this 
prayer, as I recall it. It all seemed like 
a definite business transaction. But 
there was a quiet sense of reality in the 
definite surrender of the past that I made 
to the Lord. I realized anew that, be- 
cause Christ had died and put away my 
sins, I could turn all the past sins and 
failures over to him. I realized that he 
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could restore the years that the locust 
had eaten. 

Almost immediately there came an- 
other suggestion, as though from an out- 
side person: “Now do not get excited. 
You are here at this missionary con- 
ference. Every one is interested in 
spiritual things. It is one thing to make 
a surrender like this now. But wait 
until you get back to your home. (We 
had tremendous problems in our home.) 
Wait until you get back to that church. 
(There was much of coldness and spir- 
itual deadness in the church.) Wait 
until you get back to that business office. 
You had better wait and see how this 
works out before making any definite 
decision to thank Christ for victory be- 
fore you have tried it out to see whether 
the thing will work.” 


And Now, the Future 


There came the answer: “You are 
making a surrender. Had you not bet- 
ter surrender the future to the Lord?” 

There came a quiet assurance as I did 
surrender the future to the Lord. How 
glorious this truth is for each of us this 
very moment! As we look into the 
future, with ‘all the unseen problems, 
with all the unknown paths, we can be 
assured that from now until the day we 
see the Lord face to face he is taking 
care of every need. 

It took but a few moments to pray this 
prayer of surrender. When I finished 
that part of the prayer, I had no special 
emotion, and I saw no vision. But it 
did seem to me, for the first time con- 
sciously in my life, that there were just 
two persons in the universe—my Lord 
and I; and nothing else mattered ex- 
cept the will of that other Person. That 
is what surrender is. For the first time 
it seemed that there was nothing be- 
tween my Lord and me. 

However, I had in mind that this was 
just the first part of what I was to do. 
Since I was yielded to Christ, and he 
had accepted me, my part now was to 
thank him that he was living in my 
heart, and that he was now meeting all 
my need. Not, he will meet every need, 
but he is meeting every need. Again, I 
saw no vision, and I had no special 
emotion. But it seemed to me that I 
was standing on the shore looking out 
on a measureless ocean that represented 
the boundless grace of God. There was 
a boat. I had one foot in the boat. The 
question was, Would I put both feet 
into the boat?) That is, Would I thank 
God, apart from all feelings, and upon 
the basis of his Word, that his grace is 
sufficient, that Christ is actually living 
in my heart, and that he is meeting all 
these needs? I took God at his Word, 
and thanked him. I put both feet into 
the boat. When we rose, I went out 
from that room with no special emotion, 
but with a clear conviction that there 
was a new attitude in my life. Some- 
thing had happened. I had made a de- 
cision, 
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I went to my room and opened the 
Bible. I had a new Bible. I was read- 
ing words now that were the words 
of my Father, personally to my heart. 
‘What rich treasures lay before me as I 
considered that now Bible study was 
listening to the Father’s voice! Now 
I was on the inside of this Book. It was 
written for me. I do not recall what 
I read that night, but I soon went to bed 
with the peace that passeth all under- 
standing. Early in the morning, at day- 
break, I awakened. I hastily dressed and 
went out with God’s Word to search into 
this new treasure. I turned to a verse 
on the resurrection. It was perhaps the 


verse concerning the exceeding greatness — 


of his power to usward who believe, ac- 
cording to the power of the resurrection. 
I turned from this to the verses in Ro- 
mans six about being united with Christ 
in the likeness of his resurrection, and 
walking in newness of life. As I recall 
it, there must have been six or eight 
verses on the resurrection in different 
parts of the New Testament that seemed 
to leap out of the pages. This was my 
first Bible study on the new life that I 
had begun to enjoy. It was present res- 
urrection life, the power of the indwell- 
ing Holy Spirit. In prayer that morn- 
ing I asked in faith for the salvation of 
a loved one who was far from God, 
and prayer seemed a new thing. It 
appeared also that my great problem 
of not being able to speak to people 
about their souls was solved. It seemed 
that I could freely spéak to anyone, when 
the Lord opened the way. 


When Old Temptations Returned 


That day. some of the old temptations 
returned. I realized that in myself I 
was as weak as ever. There were the 
same desires, the same temptations, the 
same possibility of sin—nay, the cer- 
tainty of sin, apart from the grace of 
the Lord. But this new secret was that 
I could look to the Lord in faith and 
expect a power not my own to take 
hold and give victory, as I yielded and 
trusted him. 

It was quite evident to me that the 
Psalmist was not using extravagant lan- 
guage when he spoke of God’s Word be- 
ing sweeter than honey, and more to be 
desired than gold. The apostle was 
speaking literal truth when he testified 
about “the peace . .. which passeth all 
understanding.” Our Lord really meant 
it when he spoke of leaving us his peace 
and his joy. The amazing prayer prom- 
ises of the New Testament were in- 
tended to be taken at face value. So 
also did the glorious statements about 
union with Christ, and the power of the 
Holy Spirit in the life, have a practical 
application to the everyday experiences 
of humble Christians. 

In the same way, I realized; that the 
promises of power for service were in- 
tended even for me. I knew that re- 
sults would come. From that day to this, 
as I think of those who have heard the 
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Lord’s glad message of salvation and vic- 
tory, and have entered in, there has 
never been the slightest thought that I 
had anything to do with this work. It 
was God’s working. By his grace I was 
one of those who had the privilege of 
giving out his Word. 

The immediate result of this new un- 
derstanding of the grace and power of 
the Lord that came to several of the 
young people in that conference was a 
prayer group of six that met every week 
for a year, planning for the establishing 
of a young people’s conference, where 
this message and the message of the mis- 
sion fields should be prominent. -The 
result was the Oxford Conference in 1913 
(held in the little town of Oxford, Pa.), 
with Dr. Griffith Thomas and Dr. Henry 
W. Frost as the two chief speakers, and 
Dr. J. Alvin Orr as the chairman. At 
Dr. Frost’s suggestion. the conference 
moved in 1914 to Princeton, where the 
meetings were held till 1918, moving in 
1919 to Stony Brook, and in 1924 to the 
permanent home of the Victorious Life 
Testimony in Keswick Grove, N. J. 

It seemed more than a coincidence 
that the original week chosen for this 
conference should be the third week 
of July, the same week as the great 
Keswick Convention in England. When 
Dr. Griffith Thomas, one of the Keswick 
speakers, was at Oxford in 1913, his 
first conference engagement after com- 
ing to America, Dr. Charles G. Trum- 
bull was at the English Keswick. Cable- 
grams of greeting were exchanged 
between the young conference in Amer- 


ice, which was to develop into America’s. 


Keswick, and the conference which for 
now more than sixty years has pro- 
claimed the satisfying sufficiency of 
Christ for every yielded Christian. 


(To be concluded next week) 
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An African Girl’s Faith 
in the Bible 
By Charles Fricke 


UTI was a young girl who faithfully 

attended our Zambesi Mission Sun- 
day school here at Chiole.: She came to 
Sunday school as usual on January 
eighth, and was happy to sing the 
choruses with her other friends, and to 
learn the memory verse for the day. 
About four o’clock that afternoon, she 
was sick with pneumonia, and did not 
sleep during that night. 

On the next day, Monday, the father 
was at the bedside of his little daugh- 
ter, and asked her what she learned 
in Sunday school the day before. Ruti 
told her father, “We memorized the text 
found in Exodus 33:14, ‘My presence 
shall go with thee, and I will give thee 
rest.’ -And I know Jesus will go with 


- me, too.” 


Her father was much impressed by her 
words, and took up a Bible to find these 
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same words which his daughter had 
quoted to him, expressing her growing 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

On the following day, Tuesday, little 
Ruti went to be with the Lord, whom 
she loved and trusted. Her testimony 
made a great impression upon the peo- 
ple of her village. Her father writes to 
me and says, “I believe she is resting in 
the arms of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

What a blessing to hide the Word of 
God in our hearts! Every Sunday the 
children of our Sunday school are en- 
couraged to memorize a Scripture text. 
At the end of the mofth, a test is given 
to find out who has memorized all the 
verses for that month. The children who 
have memorized the texts come forward 
and repeat them before the entire Sun- 
day school. If they know their verses, 
they get a yellow paper printed for our 
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Scripture memorizing contest. At the 
end of the year, the child that has the 
most of these yellow slips, or a goodly 
number of them, gets a small gift. About 
forty children who were faithful in 
memorizing their verses received little 
gifts this Christmas under Mrs. Jordan. 
We want this work to continue. Will 
you help, if you are. so led, to send 
some gifts for Christmas of 1939, to be 
given to those who have faithfully mem- 
orized the Scripture verses throughout 
the year? 

We want to encourage our boys and 
girls to hide God’s Word in their hearts 
so that when the evil days come, they 
will have no pleasure in them. “Thy 
word have I hid in mine heart, that I 
might not sin against thee.” 


CHIOLE, NYASALAND, AFRICA. 








A review exercise for Juniors on the 
Third Quarter's lessons 








What We Learned About Israel’s Leaders 


By Mary J. Galbraith 














Thirteen pupils represent the char- 
acters. Each child wears a strip of 
paper bearing the name of one of 
the leaders of Israel. A teacher con- 
ducts the review. Pupils take places 
in following order: Solomon, Jero- 
boam, Rehoboam, Asa, Jehoshaphat, 
Uzziah, Hezekiah, (a space), Elijah, 
Elisha, Joel, Daniel, Isaiah, Micah. 


EACHER.—I see that you children 
represent the seven kings and six 
prophets about whom we have been 
studying. Let us find out zAnow much 
you know about them. Which of you 
were wicked kings? 

Jeroboam.—I was a wicked king. I 
built altars to idols and taught the peo- 
ple to worship them. 

Rehoboam.—When the people asked 
me to treat them kindly I refused, and 
treated them worse than ever. 

Teacher.—Were there any kings who 
began well, but later became wicked 
kings? 

Solomon.—I had a good father, King 
David, and I built the great temple in 
Jerusalem. But later I forsook God and 
worshiped idols. 

Uzziah.—I was a good king as long as 
the prophet Zechariah lived. After his 
death I became proud and did things that 
made God angry. 

Teacher.—Were any of you really good 
kings? 

Asa.—I loved God, and it made me 
very sorry to see the people doing wrong. 
So I threw away all their idols and 
made the people promise to worship God 
again, 

Jehoshaphat.—I sent teachers around 
through the country to teach the people 





the law of the Lord, which they had for 
a long time forgotten. 

Hezekiah.—When I came to the throne 
the people had again forsaken the wor- 
ship of God. SoI brought them together 
to keep the Passover, and taught them 
the true way to worship God. 

Teacher.—Now let us ask some ques- 
tions of our prophets. Elijah, tell us 
about that wonderful thing that hap- 
pened on Mt. Carmel. 

Elijah.—The people of Israel had again 
been worshiping false gods, so I called 
them together to Mt. Carmel and made 
a test to prove that my God was the 
true God. God answered me by sending 
down fire upon the altar. 

Teacher.—Which prophet did a kind 
deed to a man of another nation? 

Elisha.—When Naaman, a captain of 
the army of the king of Syria, came to 
me to be cured of leprosy, I told him to 
go and wash seven times in the river 
Jordan. He did and God healed him 
and he went home happy. 

Teacher.—Which two prophets brought: 
messages against the sin of strong drink? 

Joel.—I warned the people that their 
sins would surely bring trouble upon the 
nation. 

Daniel.—_I was a captive in Babylon. 
Belshazzar was a wicked, drunken king, 
and God wrote on the wall of Belshaz- 
zar’s palace a message for him. The king 
sent for me to read it to him, and I told 
him that for his wickedness God was 
taking the kingdom from him. That 
very night another king seized Belshaz- 
zar’s kingdom. 

Teacher.—What prophet had a won- 
derful vision of God? 

Tsaiah.—_I. saw the Lord sitting upon 
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his throne. A Nei much, AUR 
a messeng W wit 

coal from thmaltar anc heap {asaord 
say, “Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us?” At once I answered, “Ilere 
am I; send me.” 

Teacher.—What prophet wrote the 
verse sometimes called the “Golden 
Rule of the Old Testament”? What was 
the verse? 

Micah.—“What doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God?” 

Teacher.—_Now, as we close our re- 
view, I wonder whether each one-of you 
will tell us one lesson that we may 
learn from your life. 

Solomon.—Not only begin well, but 
keep on doing right. 

Jeroboam.—Be sure to avoid making a 
bad start. 

Rehoboam.—Do not be so foolish as to 
refuse to take the advice:of those wiser 
than yourself. 

Asa.—Trust in the Lord and serve him 
only. . 

Jehoshaphat.—Love God’s Word and 
read it every day. 

Uzziah.—Remember that sin brings 
punishment. 

Hezekiah.—“Worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness.” 

Elijah.—Remember that our God is 
the only true God. 

Elisha.—Let your life be full of lov- 
ing service for others. 

Joel.—_Intemperance will cause the 
downfall of any nation. 

Daniel.—Do not be afraid to stand for 
the right, even before those in high posi- 
tion. 

Isaiah.—When God calls, answer at 
once, “Here am I; send me.” 

Micah.—Deal justly with others, and 
do what will please God. 

Teacher.—Let us ask God to help us 
to please him. (Offers short prayer.) 


St. PETERSBURG, FLA. 


we 


Notes from a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 


By Ernest Gordon 


Mind not high things, but conde- 
scend to men of low estate (Rom. 12: 
16). 


HIS is a good exhortation, and the 

marginal translation is also good, “Be 
contented with mean or humble things.” 
Don’t think on high-priced things, or 
luxurious appointments; accommodate 
yourselves to plain and common things. 
A great emancipation, this, if one can 
bring himself to it. Don’t splurge is 
Paul’s advice. How much better a face 
with the light of Heaven on it, though 
framed with poor clothing, than a sensual 
and coarse face with the accompaniment 
of fashionable dress ! 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 24. 
THE MESSIANIC KING. 


The Prince of 








ISAIAH: FORETELLING THE BIRTH OF 


International Uniform Lesson.—lIsaiah 7:14; 9:1-7; 11:1-5 


Golden Text.—His name shall be called Wonderful aie e mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
eace.—Isa. 9: 














Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Isa. 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel. 


9:1 Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her 
vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebu- 
luni, and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously 
afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of 
of the nations. ~ 

2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: 
they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them 
hath the light shined. 

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: 
they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men 
rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staif 
of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 

5 For every battle of the warrior is with confused nvise, and 
garments rolled ir® blood; but this shall be with burning and 
fuel of fire. 

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be.upon his shoulders and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be 
“no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lorp of hosts will 
perform this. 


11:1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 

2 And the spirit of the Lorp shall rest upon him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lorp; 

3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the 
Lorp: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither 
reprove after the hearing of his ears: 

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove 
with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the 
€arth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
shall he slay the wicked. 

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faith- 
fulness the girdle of his reins. 


¢ 4 
The Lesson as a Whole 


ferent writers who had been engaged in 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Isa. 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: 
behold, 1a * virgin * shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name ‘+ Immanuel. 


9:1 5But there shall be no gloom to her that was in anguish. 
In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebu- 
lun and the land of Naphtali; but in the latter time hath he made 
it glorious, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, * Galilee 
of the nations. 2 The people that walked in darkness havé seen 
a great light: they that dwelt in the land of the 7shadow of 
death, upon them hath the light shined. 3 Thou hast multiplied 
the nation, *thou hast increased their joy: they joy before thee 
according to the joy in harvest, as men rejoice when they divide 
the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his 
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, thou hast broken as in the day 
of Midian. 5 For ®all the armor of the armed man in the tumult, ° 
and the garments rolled in blood, shall be for burning, for fuel 
of fire. 6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall be called 1° Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, “ Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and 
of peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from henceforth even for ever. The zeal 
of Jehovah of hosts will perform this. 


11:1 And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of 
Jesse, and a branch out of his roots shall bear fruit. 2 And the 
Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah. 3 And “his "delight 
shall be in the fear of Jehovah; and he shall not judge after 
the sight of his eyes, neither decide after the hearing of his ears; 
4 but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the “earth; and he shall smite the 
144earth with the rod of his mouth; and with the breath of his 
lips shall he slay the wicked. 5 And righteousness shall be the 
girdle of his waist, and faithfulness the girdle of his loins. 


1Or, the. -2Or, maiden. Or, is with child, and beareth. 
4That is, God is with us. ®Or, For. ®Or, the district. 7 Or, 
deep darkness. *® Another reading is, thou didst not increase 
the joy. *®Or, every boot of the booted warrior. 1°Or, Won- 
derful counsellor. “Heb., Father of Eternity. Or, he shall 
be of quick understanding. ™Heb., scent. 14 Or, land. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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hundred years before his advent. His 





By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicage 


Approach to the Lesson 


SAIAH has been called the evangeli- 
| cal prophet, and that with very good 

reason, for it was given to him ky 
the Holy Spirit to tell the people of 
old more of the sufferings of Christ 
and the glories that should follow (1 
Pet. 1:10, 11; 5:1) than any of the others, 
though all alike wrote by divine in- 
spiration (2 Pet. 1:21). This book is 
referred to on many occasions in the 
New Testament as prophecy after proph- 
ecy was fulfilled in the birth, life, death, 
and resurrection of our blessed Lord. He 
preached from it when he went into 
the synagogue of Nazareth, and it is of 
interest to note that to him there was 
but one Isaiah, not a multiplicity of dif- 


the production of this marvelous book 
(Luke 4:16-21). 
Messiah. as the suffering servant of Je- 
hovah, dying as an expiatory sacrifice 
for sins not his own, is one of the sub- 
limest of Old Testament passages (Chap. 
53). He identifies this holy sufferer with 
him who clothes the heavens with black- 
ness, therefore truly God: (Chap. 50:2, 
3). Yet in the next verse he depicts him 
as a real man, learning ‘the mind of 
God morning by morning from Holy 
Scriptures (v. 4). It was this one, God 
and man in one glorious person, who 
allowed himself to be so cruelly buffeted 
by his own creatures (vs. 5, 6). 


The Historical Setting 


Isaiah flourished in the latter part of 
the eighth and the beginning of the sev- 
enth centuries before Christ. He proph- 
esied of the Saviour’s coming some seven 


Isaiah’s portrayal of - 


prophecy was translated into Greek over 
two hundred years before Christ and 
consulted by many Gentile students dur- 
ing the following centuries. 


Verse by Verse 


Isa. 7:14—“‘A virgin shall conceive.” 
The context is of great interest. Ahaz 
was in sad straits. Isaiah promised de- 
liverance. Knowing the unbelief of 
the heart of the king, the prophet sug- 
gested that he ask a sign that his words 
should be fulfilled. Ahaz refused to 
ask. Isaiah then declared that the com- 
plete deliverance of Israel would come 
when Jehovah gave a great sign: a 
child should be born of a virgin. This 
was a prophecy of the incarnation, for 
the child was to be called Immanuel — 
God with us. 


Chap. 9:1.—“Galilee of the nations.” 
In prophetic vision Isaiah looks on to 
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a time when God would deal in a very 
special way with the people of Galilee. 
It was here our Lord did most of his 
mighty works. 


Verse 2.—“Upon them hath the light 
shined.” Compared with Judea, Gali- 
lee was to be in great darkness and ig- 
norance. Yet upon those sitting in 
darkness, beneath the shadow of death, 
light from heaven was to shine in God’s 
appointed time. 


Verse 3.—They joy before thee as in 
the time of harvest. The days of the 
prophets were times of seed sowing; 
Messiah’s coming would bring the har- 
vest (John 4:35). There is a question 
as to whether in the first part of the 
verse we should read “not increased” 
or simply “increased.” Most scholars 
prefer the latter reading. 

Verse 4—“Thou hast broken the yoke 
of his burden.” When Messiah should 
appear, he would deliver the oppressed 
and give rest to those hindered and dis- 
tressed (Matt. 11:28-30). 


Verse 5.—“Garments rolled in blood.” 
Until the coming of the Redeemer there 
would .be confusion and bloody war- 
fare, because Israel and Judah had 
turned away from the covenant of Je- 
hovah, 


Verse 6.—‘“A child is born, ...a@ son 
is given.” Here we have the twofold 
nature of Messiah. The child born was 
the babe of Bethlehem. But the Son 
given was the one who had been with 
the Father from all eternity (John 1:1- 
3; 17:5). The names or titles given to 
him proclaim his full equality with the 
Father. 


Verse 7.—“Of .. . peace there shall 
be no end.” We do not see this proph- 
ecy yet fulfilled, because the Prince of 
Peace has been rejected.” When he 
comes the second time, his government 
shall be acknowledged everywhere. 


Chap. 11:1.—“‘A rod out of the stem 
of Jesse.” It was predicted from of 
old that Messiah should be descended 
from David, the son of Jesse (Psa. 89: 
2-4). Hence Jesus was born of Mary, 
a lineal descendant of Jesse, through 
the house of David (Luke 1:27). 


Verse 2.—“The spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon him.” Note that here we 
have the Holy Spirit in the sevenfold 
plentitude of his power, answering to 
“the seven Spirits” of Revelation 1:4, 
and other Scriptures. The Spirit rested 
in all his fullness upon Jesus. 


Verse 3—“‘Of quick understanding in 
the fear of the Lord.” Our Lord, as 
man, chose to be guided and instructed 
directly by the Holy Spirit rather than 
to use his own divine omniscience. 

Verse 4—“With righteousness shall 
he judge the poor.” In this verse Isaiah 
looks on to the kingdom yet to be set 
up when our Lord returns to earth. 

Verse 5.—“Righteousness shall be the 


girdle of his loins.” Messiah will rule, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons forthe year may be had from The 
Sunday Schoo! Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
13. September 24.—Isaiah: Foretelling the 
Birth of the Messianic King. 
Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7; 11:1-5 
Fourth Quarter 
. October 1.—The Infancy of Jesus. 
Matthew 1 and 2 
2. October 8—The Forerunner of the 


— 


ES S850 OB, Gate tin cenbee sae Matthew 3 

3. October 15.—The Temptation of Jesus. 
Matthew 4 

4. October 22.—The Citizens of the King- 
Qs. 6 She feeds Matthew 5:1-16 


5. October 29.—Beverage Alcohol and 
Social Progress (International Tem- 
perance Sunday). Micah 2:9-11; 
Luke 21:29-31, 34-36; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

6. November 5.—Righteousness in the 
Kingdom (For Armistice Sunday). 

' Matthew 5:17 to 6:18 

7. November 12.—Putting God’s King- 


SRS Se eee ee Matthew 5:1-16 
8. November 19.—Warnings and Prom- 
BDL Kae cts Sain sp tip Peek 558 oc ais Matthew 7 








the world in righteousness and truth, 
to the glory of God and the blessing of 
mankind. 


Lesson Outlines 


THE PROMISED REDEEMER 

The first prophecy: the woman’s seed 
to be the deliverer (Gen. 3:15) 

The seed of Abraham to bless all 
nations (Gen. 22:18; Gal. 3:16) 

The son of David to reign over all the 
earth (Psa. 89:35, 36) 

The son of a virgin, Immanuel (Isa. 
7:14) 

The everlasting one, yet to be born in 
Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2) 

The child born was the Son given 
(Isa. 9:6) 


Curist’s Four TITLes IN Isatan 9:6 

The Wonderful Counsellor — because 
he is the Wisdom of God 

The Mighty God—the omnipotent 
one 

The Everlasting Father—who rules 
the ages 

The Peaceful Prince —who brings in 
everlasting righteousness 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Only God incarnate could be the ful- 
filler of all these prophecies and many 
more that might be added to them, did 
time and space permit. This is the 
foundation truth, not only of Chris- 
tianity as such, but of all blessing for 
Israel and the world. God, in grace, 
became man to accomplish our redemp- 
tion (1 Tim. 2:5), and to bring about 
the reconciliation of all things in 
heaven and on earth (Col. 1:19, 20). His 
first and second advents are foretold in 
these prophecies. Those relating to his 
first coming have all been literally ful- 
filled. We may be sure that those re- 
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lating to his second coming shall be 
fulfilled just as literally. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

A False Claim. Unbelieving Mod- 
ernists often claim that the idea of a 
virgin-born Saviour was common to 
many pagan religions and is found in 
the Greek and Roman myths concern- 
ing the gods who co-habited with 
women of the human race, who became 
mothers of the demi-gods. But this 
claim is utterly false, for in these myths 
the gods are represented as becoming 
men in order to carry out their base 
desires. The holy mystery of the incar- 
nation, which tells us that God by di- 
vine power caused the virgin Mary tc 
become the mother of Jesus, apart from 
human intervention, is the very oppo- 
site of these wicked Satanic inventions. 


Prophecy an Outstanding and Unan- 
swerable Proof of Inspiration. Nothing 
so definitely accredits the Holy Scrip- 
tures as divinely inspired like the pro- 
phetic portions of that sacred volume. 
Prophecies uttered hundreds and even 
thousands of years before Christ have 
been fulfilled to the letter in his birth, 
life, death, resurrection, and subse- 
quent events. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


People often say they cannot believe 
the Bible. Such people rarely investi-° 
gate its claims. Have we faced the 
records honestly with an earnest desire 
to know the truth? 


When men insist that they cannot ac- 
cept the Bible as inspired, it will be 
found, as a rule, that they are living . 
in some sin that the Bible condemns. 
Have we honestly faced our sins before 
God? 

The term “everlasting Father” might 
be rendered “Father of the ages,” for it 
is Christ who is over all the ages of 
time and eternity. 


There can be no lasting peace for 
this world so long as the Prince of 
Peace is rejected. 

A warless world is contemplated in 
Isaiah 9:7, but it awaits the return and 
recognition of him whom both Jew and 
Gentile refused to own as king and Sav- 
iour. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

The fear cf the Lord is the spirit of 
reverence, which was so fully mani- 
fested in our Lord as man here on 
earth. 


From the moment of his birth our 
Saviour was filled with the Holy Spirit, 
but after his baptism he was officially 
anointed by the Spirit to fulfill his three 
offices of Prophet, Priest, and King. 

When our Lord returns to reign in 
righteousness, the happy conditions de- 
picted in verses 3 to 5 of this eleventh 
chapter will be manifested and enjoyed 
throughout the whole earth. 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HERE in the New Testament is the 
fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14 recorded? 


2. What is the meaning of the name Im- 
manuel, and why is Jesus so called? 


3. What is the difference between the 
child born and the Son given, in Isaiah 9:6? 


4. What do the titles given to the prom- 
ised child indicate? 


5. Why has not verse 7 (of Chap. 9) been 
fulfilled if Isaiah was inspired to write it? 


6. Will it ever be fulfilled? 


7. What is meant by a rod out of the stem 
of Jesse? 


8. Is Christ elsewhere called a Branch? 

9. If Jesus is God, why did he need the 
guidance and instruction of the Holy Spirit? 

10. What is the only lasting and effective 
solution of all world problems? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 614 of this issue. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure‘to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected ik 8 the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Where Anti-Semitism Leads.—There- 
fore the Lord himself shall give you a 
sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel (Isa. 7:14). An allegory and 
its implications as told by an Alsatian 
Catholic priest. At the height of Hit- 
ler’s popularity in Bavaria, arrange- 
ments were being made for him to at- 
tend a solemn ceremonial Mass in a 
large church. The priest, bent upon 
“purifying” his church for the great 
event, gave out from the altar steps: 
“Ali who have a Jew for their father, 
leave this church!” A score of shame- 
faced worshipers took their hats and 
umbrellas and slunk to the door. Then: 
“All who have Jewish grandfathers, 
leave this church!” Half a dozen more 
trickled out. Then again: “All who 
have a Jewess for their mother, leave 
this. church!” At this the great Christ- 
figure stepped down from the cross and 
went slowly out the door—From the 
Christian Readers Digest for April, 1939. 
Sent by R. S. Wilson, Knox, Pa. 


Many Locks, One Key.—Behold, a vir- 
gin shall conceive, and bear a son (v. 
7). Dr. A. W. Hare once said: “If you 
saw a half-dozen doors with as many 
locks to them, so new and strange that 
not a locksmith in the country could 
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make a key to fit any one of them, and 
if a man then came with a key which 
fitted all these different locks and opened 
all the six doors, could you doubt that 
his was the right key? This is just the 
kind of proof which the prophecies af- 
ford of the truth and divinity of Christ. 
The weight of this proof rests on two 
simple facts: One is that the prophecies 
were written many hundreds of years 
before the birth of Christ. The other is 
that Jesus died the death related in the 
New Testament. Jesus is the true key 
for the prophetic lock; and the prophets 
who foretold all these things hundreds 
of years before must assuredly have 
spoken, as Peter says, ‘not by the will 
of man: but... as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.’ Where — outside of 
the Bible — shall we find prophecies of 
this kind?”—From The King’s Business. 
Sent by Roger J. Wells, Mooers Forks, 
N. Y. 


The Blind Girls’ Hymn.—The people 
that walked in darkness have seen a 
great light (9:2). A missionary in In- 
dia went by invitation to a Sunday serv- 
ice for the blind. Not knowing what 


hymns were familiar, he asked for sug- 
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gestions. Two of the older girls stood 
up, not knowing the other had risen. 
Both said, “Our favorite hymn is ‘The 
Light of the World is Jesus,’” and when 
they came to the line, “Once I was blind, 
but now I can see,” the missionary could 
not sing for a certain something in his 
throat.—From a church bulletin. Sent 
by Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


A Modern Jew’s Prayer.—For unto us 
a child is born (v. 6). Recently in one 
of the orthodox synagogues of Brooklyn 
during certain days of repentance and 
prayer, Jews were seen lying on their 
faces before God, crying to him for pro- 
tection upon their persecuted brethren, 
especially in Russia. One elderly Jew 
lifted up his hands toward heaven, and 
in agony of soul, cried out: “O that 
Thou wouldst rend the heavens and 
come down .... Lord,” he said, “send 
Messiah, and should Jesus of the Gen- 
tiles be the one, grant us a sign that 
we may be sure that it is really so, and 
forgive our guilt toward him.”—From 
The Watchman Examiner (Baptist). Sent 
by Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


Some Great Prince Needed.—His name 
shall be called Wonderful ... The Prince 
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Lesson for September 24 


of Peace (Golden Text). A woman in 
India had learned that she was a sinner, 
and that God is holy, and cannot pass 
by sin. She often said, “I need some 
great prince to stand between my soul 
and God.” After a while she heard that 
the Bible contained the account of a Sav- 
iour who had died for sinners. So she 
asked the Pundit to read the Bible to her. 
He began at the first chapter of Matthew, 
and as he read the list of names in the 
genealogy of Christ, the woman thought, 
“What a wonderful prince this Jesus 
must be to have such a long line of 
ancestors.” And when the Pundit read, 
“Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for 
he shall save his people from their sins,” 
the woman exclaimed, “Ah, this is the 
Prince I want! This is the Prince I 
want !”—From The Keswick Calendar. 
Sent by T. D. Gehret, Easton, Pa. Prize 
illustration. 


Channing Wasn’t Sure!—His name 
shall be called ... The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father (Golden Text). Many 
years ago at an assemblage of ministers, 
the late Drs. Mason and Channing were 
present. The latter was strongly sus- 
pected —rather more than suspected — 
of Unitarian tendencies, and some de- 
gree of confident challenging had al- 
ready taken place. “Dr. C.,” said Dr. M. 
to him, “may I ask how long you have 
been in the ministry?” “Eleven years,” 
was the reply. “May I ask you once 
again, sir, what are your views of the 
Lord Jesus Christ?” There was a little 
hesitation and flush, and the reply, “I 
have pondered the subject deeply, but 
have not exactly made up my mind.” 
Lifting up both hands in holy amaze- 
ment, and with deep emotion, Dr. M. 
ejaculated— “What! eleven years a 
preacher of the Gospel, and.pot to know 
what to think of Jesus Christ !”’—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we turn to thy Word today, to one of the 
most wonderful prophecies in all the Book. 
In the midst of warnings and rebukes the 
promise of the coming of the Lord Jesus 
is set forth in language so rich, so accurate 
that we stand in amazement before these 
great words. Help us to’ realize, we pray 
thee, that thou didst enable man to see far 
through the centuries the light that was to 
shine upon this weary earth. We would 
humble ourselves before thee as we trace 
the prophecies in thy Word, pointing us on- 
ward to the day of our Messiah King. If 
we are called to a great service for thee 
and a ‘difficult one, may we. answer, without 
doubt, “Here am I; send me.” May we not 
be disturbed by what we call slender re- 
sults, but may our obedience be firm and 
courageous whatever the visible outcome. We 
ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus, our 
Messiah King. Amen. 


After the Lesson—In the heart of 


this lesson is that most wonderful 
prophecy concerning the coming Mes- 
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siah seen afar by the Spirit through 


the vision of Isaiah. ‘That Messiah has 
come, and he, the Lord Jesus, will come 
again in the Father’s own good time. 
While we are waiting, duties of this life 
crowd upon us, and they sometimes 
seem far too much for us. But what 
God sends to us‘is not too much for 
him to care for. Ask yourself each day 
who is in charge of affairs for you? 
A Scottish manufacturer, a member of 
Parliament, during one:‘of his London 
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visits, had a deep spiritual experience. 
So stirred was he, that when he re- 
turned to Scotland, he called his em- 
ployees together, told them something 
of this great experience, and the way 
in which the Lord Jesus had made a 
new man of him. “Henceforth,” he 
said, “I want you to know that the 
government of my life, or my work, 
and all that I am shall be upon his 
shoulder.” And his workmen knew 
that he meant just what he said. Are 
your affairs in the keeping of. him to 
whom Isaiah poiated in his. great 
prophecy? They ought to be. Let us 
pray. 
Franconia, N. H. 


we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Light and Life—The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a great 
light . . . upon them hath the light 
shined (Isa. 9:2). You can the better 
appreciate this metaphor if you have 
ever been in inky darkness and did not 
know just where you were and then 
suddenly you have a light. It is won- 
derful how even a small light will dis- 
pel the gloom and change.a fellow’s 
spirit to joy. 

One time when things were dark and 
Daniel Webster was to make a speech, 
the toastmaster introduced him thus, 
“Watchman, what of the night? Watch- 
man, what of the night?” 

Webster: said, “The morning cometh, 
thank God, and also the night! En- 
quire ye: return, come.” (Isa. 21:11, 
12.) 

In the old horse and buggy days we 
town fellows used to go to the parties 
of the farmer girls in the North town- 
ships. When we would come home late 
on a dark night we did not pretend to 
do any driving, but let our good little 
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horse pick her own way along the road 
we could not see. 

Coatesville and its iron and steel mills 
are down in the great valley. In those 
days the furnaces were fired with soft 
coal and not with oil, as now. Every 
now and then the high stacks (chimneys 
to you) would belch forth great flames 
of light. 

When, as we slowly plugged along, we 
got near enough to town to see these 
great lights we would stop whistling, 
“The Girl I Left Behind Me,” and change 
to, “Listen to the Mocking Bird.” 

Now at the time of the coming of 
our Lord the World was having its awful 
“parties” and was stumbling along in 
darkness and death. The remains of 
Pompeii, which they keep under lock 
and key, are samples that disclose how 
black the world was. 

Down in the valley by the Jordan a 
strange man from the desert was busy 
pointing to “The Great Light.” And 
how a despairing world flocked to him! 
Even hardened soldiers were sick of the 
world’s darkness, and welcomed the 
Light. 

In the early days of electric lighting 
great open arc lights were hung on 
Coatesville’s streets. The bugs came 
pourimg down from the dark woods of 
the hilltops to see the great light. To 
the beetles and moths and other forest 
inhabitants the contact meant death by 
Lady Electra. But the Great Light Isa- 
iah talks about brought healing and life. 


Mr. Bryan’s Great Essay.—His name 
shall be called ... The Prince of Peace 


(v. 6). Some years ago the Hon. William - 


Jennings Bryan wrote an essay, speech, 
or lecture, the subject of which was 
“The Prince of Peace.” 

Mr. Bryan had many devoted friends 
in the Democratic Party. He was a can- 
didate for the Presidency three times. 
While I was a friend and admirer of 
the “Great Commoner” and entertained 
him in my home, I did not vote for him. 

I was much amused by seeing quite a 
number of my Democratic friends and 
acquaintances, who had not the least 
religious connection, and never entered 
a church door, busy handing out Mr. 
Bryan’s “The Prince of Peace.” 

I never missed an opportunity of tell- 
ing them I was pleased to see that the 
influence of their idol was changing the 
trend of their lives and putting them 
into the colporteur profession of distrib- 
uting religious literature —and without 
salary. 

Mr. Bryan’ was not only a devoted 
Christian, active in the Lord’s service, 
but he was in addition a Crusader de- 
fending the faith with unanswerable 
logic. In fact, his death was said to 
have been hastened by his controversy 
in a hot summer with a famous crim- 
inal lawyer who rejected the Bible. 

The National Committee of his party 
got out a special (campaign) edition of 
“The Prince of Peace.” They put it out 
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as a campaign document, hoping it 
would win Christian people to vote for 
Mr. Bryan. 

And thus it was we had Old Mrs. Polly 
Ticks engaged in spreading the Gospel 
message. For that is exactly what Mr. 
Bryan’s essay is all about. If you can 
dig up a copy you will find it good read- 
ing. This campaign edition was a thin 
little pamphlet. So thin, indeed, I am 
unable to put my hands upon it in my 
library to consult for this reference to it, 

Oh, yes, I know, we seem to have a 
contradiction here between the prophet 
and the “Prince of Peace,” he was priv- 
ileged to see and write about, The 
Messiah himself said, “Think not that I 
am come to send peace on earth: I came 
not to send peace, but a sword” (Matt. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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10:34). You will find this treated in the 
footnotes of the Scofield Reference Bible. 


Strength and Tenderness.—Righteous- 
ness shall be the girdle of his loins, and 
faithfulness the girdle of his reins (11: 
5). We get into poesy with this text. 
Isaiah was a poet, and a good one. His 
fifty-third chapter is a masterpiece. One 
of the professors of literature was giv- 
ing a lecture on poetry, and undertook 
to define it. “Great emotions, beauti- 
fully expressed,” said the professor. “Let 
us have some examples.” 

“How about Isaiah fifty-third and fifty- 
fifth?” I asked him. He had “never read 
Isaiah” ! 

“Loins” stand for manly _ strength. 
“Reins,” for tender affections. And do 
you know of anything more attractive 
in the male line than great strength 
united with loving gentleness? (2 Sam. 
22: 36.) 

I have a friend, a big, husky six-footer, 
whose little wife was a victim of the 
dread tuberculosis. One of his editors 
(he is a publisher of some sixteen papers 
and magazines) told me that one of the 
most touching and inspiring sights was 
to see this big strong husband carrying 
the little woman lovingly about in his 
arms, The man’s girdled rightness made 
him the great, strong, successful man he 
was, and his girdled affection made him 
the faithful, loving husband. And both 
made him the admiration of his many 
employees and the trade which he rep- 
resented. 

When a man knows he is right it 
girdles him with strength. Shakespeare 
put it this way: “Thrice is he armed 
that hath his quarrel just.””. Davy Crock- 
ett had it this way: “Be sure you are 
right. Then go ahead.” Paul has it 
thus: “I have fought a good fight” (2 
Tim. 4:7). Paul was no doubt think- 
ing of the arena where strong men con- 
tested muscle with muscle, girdled loin 
to girdled loin. And all this applies to 
the Lord Jesus, the perfect man. Re- 
member how they fled from the Temple 
when single handed and alone, he used 
no more dangerous weapon than a 
“scourge of small cords”? (John 2:15.) 

And it was that same strong arm that 
took up the children and blessed them. 
Strength and tenderness — what a splen- 
did combination ! 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions ate on page 612) 
1. In Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 1:31-35; 
2:7. 


2. It means “God with us” and He is God 
manifested in the fiesh (1 Tim. 3:16). 


3. The first refers to his humanity, the 
second to his deity. 3 

4. That he was to be a distinctively super- 
human personality. 


5. Because of the world’s rejection of 
Christ when he eame as the promised king. 
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6. Yes, when the Lord Jesus comes the 
second time. 


7. It means that Jesus was to spring from 
Jesse’s line. 


8. Yes, in the following Scriptures: Chap. 
4:2; Jer. 33:15; and in Zech. 3:8 and 6:12. 


9. He chose to humble himself and to walk 
the path of faith as man on earth. 


10. The return of Christ to reign as pre- 
dicted throughout the Bible. 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “God with us.’’ 


Discussion: Where does a fellow need 
God most—and when? Now you have 
something to talk about! 


Objective: Philippians 3:10. 











AY, fellows, some of the most pre- 

cious statements about our Lord 
Jesus Christ are found in the Old Tes- 
tament. The prophets and the Psalms 
give many thrilling and enlightening 
facts about the coming Saviour. Even 
the historical books here and there flash 
an unfailing signal of his advent and 
his marvelous character. As early in 
the Book as Genesis 3:15 we learn that 
the seed of the woman shall bruise the 
serpent’s head. Enmity between good 
and evil started right there; it has been 
a war “giving no quarter” down through 
the ages and will continue so to be until 
the judgment. If there is a pronounced 
trait in human.nature it is hatred for 
a snake and the prompt impulse to kill 
it whenever and wherever it makes an 
appearance. People who are naturally 
kind to dumb things will pick up a 
rock to kill a snake, sometimes crush- 
ing harmless ones in their impetuous 
haste to put the reptile out of existence. 
That alone is an evidence of how true 
“from the beginning” the Bible is. The 
snake hatred will manifest itself even 
in one who never read or heard of the 
Bible. 

Now comes in this closing lesson of 
the Third Quarter (ushering us into the 
Fourth Quarter for the study of the life 
of our Lord as recorded in Matthew) 
one of the most precious facts about 
Jesus Christ. Isaiah is telling us that 
his coming means “God with us.” Not 
Isaiah, but God himself speaking through 
his prophet, saying, “Therefore the Lord 
himself shall give you a sign; Behold, 
a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel” 
(Isa. 7:14).° 

Have you ever taken time, fellows, to 
think through the full significance of 
having the constant companionship of 
the Lord God Almighty? Of course you 
cannot comprehend it all; God is doing 
many things for his trusting servants 
even now which perhaps will only be 
revealed in eternity, but there is a lot 
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we can understand today if we are will- 
ing to take the time to think about it. 

I shall never forget a camping trip I 
took with three other fellows in the 
Cumberland Mountains many years ago. 
The camp selected was in a wild coun- 
try, where there were deer and foxes 
and pheasants, together with smaller 
game; and we were also informed by 
those who knew that “bar was in thar,” 
too. The trail was quite difficult to find 
and the going was rough much of the 
way. There were streams to cross with- 
out bridges or even footlogs. We had 
some serious misgivings as we ap- 
proached the difficult part of the trip, for 
woodsmen with far more experience 
than ours had been lost in those wilds 
—and found too late! You can im- 
agine with what satisfaction it was we 
found a man to go along with us—a 
native mountaineer who knew all the 
trails. I will always remember Jed Go- 
man with gratitude. Not only did he 
know the trails, but he knew the good 
camping spots along the way, for over- 
night, where there were good springs 
and natural shelter and other camping 
advantages to delight the tramper’s 
heart; but he was rare company also. 
His wit and his stories kept up filling 
those woods with our laughter, and his 
never-failing cheerfulness buoyed our 
tired bodies to fresh energy to reach 
the day’s objective. Jed kept our spirits 
fresh and dauntless. We never had a 
moment’s concern about his knowing the 
best way —for, boy, he knew it! and 
there was no doubt. The whole trip 
was different because Jed went with us. 

It is a faint illustration, fellows. “God 
with us” means everything to be desired 
— everywhere — any time — all the time. 
He knows the trail, for hercreated it. 
“Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever thou hadst formed the 
earth and the world, even from everlast- 
ing to everlasting, thou art God” (Psa. 
90:2). Life is different—and oh, how 
different!— when Jesus Christ is our 
Guide and Companion. He wants to be 
that. Have you enlisted with him? 


East Bay BIBLE CONFERENCE, BLOOM- 
INGTON, ILL. 


we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Today we are going to take Isaiah out 
of his place in the row, and move him 
into the last place, for we are studying 
again the prophecies of Isaiah about the 
Messiah. 











E KNOW the man we are to study 
today — Isaiah — for we heard 
about him just three weeks ago. But 
in this lesson we are going to find some 
of the things he foretold about Christ. 
Isaiah is the man who told most about 
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Christ hundreds of years before He came 
as a Babe in Bethlehem. We think a 
man is quite wonderful who foretells 
anything a year before it happens, but 
prophets often told things hundreds and 
even thousands of years before they hap- 
pened. They could do this, because God 
told them what to say, and God knows 
everything that. is ever going to happen. 

God gave Isaiah many prophecies 
about Christ. He prophesied that Jesus 
would be called Immanuel, and would be 
born of a virgin (Isa. 7:14). He gave 
the great prophecy in Isaiah 9:6, that 
gives us many of the names of the Lord 
— Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace. In Isaiah 11:1, we are told 
that the Messiah should be of the house 
or family of Jesse, and he is called the 
Branch. In Isaiah 28:16, we have the 
Precious Cornerstone, and in 32:2 he is 
likened to an Hiding Place a Covert, 
Rivers of Water, and a Great Rock. In 
Isaiah 42:1-4, we have a prophecy of 
Christ as the Servant of Jehovah, and 
again in 52:13-15. Then you should all 
know the whole of Isaiah 53. I wonder 
how many do. It is the story of salva- 
tion, of Christ’s death at Calvary, told 
seven hundred years before it happened. 

Over in Isaiah 60:3, there is a proph- 
ecy of our coming to Christ, the Gen- 
tiles, and in 63:1-6, we see the Lord re- 
turning in power and great glory, and 
judging the world, but with mercy and 
grace for the believers. 

So Isaiah gives us the life of Jesus 
Christ on earth, from birth to death, and 
on to his second coming as King of kings 
and Lord of lords. 

I think a very good thing for you all 
to do today is to think of all the names 
of our Lord that you know. Isaiah gives 
you a good start, but there are many 
more. In a Daily Vacation Bible School 
the other day, the children gave me so 
many names that I had to stop writing 
because there was no more room on 
the blackboard. How many do you 
know? 

And now, is he your Saviour? For, 
after all, you may know all his names, 
and yet not be saved by him. He is 
waiting for you to believe in him, and 
accept him, and let him be your Lord, 
and there isn’t a child too little in the 
Primary Department to open his heart 
to the dear Lord Jesus. 

I hope every one of you will do this. 
If you do, some day you will have the 
chance to see these men who prophesied 
of him, and best of all, we shall see 
Christ face to face, and be with him for- 
ever. 


Mopesto, CALIF. 
ve 


In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, as well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. 
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PASTORS, TRY IT 


The “ Book Missionary”’ plan for reaching the 
people in your own community in their homes. It 
awakens the indifferent and careless, arouses the 
nominal Christian and touches the otherwise un- 
reachable. Some one in your congregation may do 
the work on a semi-self-supporting basis. Plan 
practicable as demonstrated by experience. FREE 
articulars from THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COL- 
PORTAGE ASS'N, 837 No. Wells St., Chicago 
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WHEN TIRED HANDS 
put aside the tools 


A lifetime of industry and work deserves retirement 
years of peace and contentment free from financial 
worries. Protect your future. 

The Salvation Army's Income Gift Contract (Annuity) 
guarantees you a safe permanent income for life, 
large interest yieid. 

Income and inheritance tax reduction features, 
Back of each Income Gift Contract (Annuity) are the 
entire resources of the Salvation Army and the re- 
ligiously inspired integrity which has built a spotless 
75-year record of financial responsibility. 


THE SALVATION ARMY, Central Territory Hdqrs. 
719 N. STATE ST. CHICAGO, ILL. 
[Se TE AR AEE OL a oe Mi A OM RY RY ee oe RE WEP Oe 
The Salvation Army, Extension Department 
111 W. Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. 

Please mail me, without obligation, investment 
particulors and testimonials regarding Income Gift 





Contract (Annuity). SST 9. 
Name ..2----ecee ec cceccccccccccccccsacece 
Address--.---- ecccccccccncncncoosedencoess 
City--- State. c-ecccoe 
Kindly give your Birth Date .....-------- eone 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 














616 * 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—To help the girls profit by the 
errors and victories of Israel’s leaders. 
Activity.—Assign each character of the 
past quarter to a different girl for a writ- 
ten or oral report on Review Sunday. 


Make a chart of Israel’s leaders, using 
three columns with headings as follows: 
“Main Characters”; “Prevailing Evils’’; 
“Greatest Needs.” List in the first col- 
umn the names of Israel’s recently studied 
kings and prophets, and relate the cor- 
rect Memory Verses to each. This chart 
may be developed by the girls as they 
present their reports, or prepared before- 
hand from the outline below. Numbers 
refer to corresponding lessons. 


Memory Verse.—‘For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace” (Isa. 
9:6). 











IsRAEL’s LEADERS 
Prevailing Evils Greatest Needs 
. Idolatry (worldly A Spirit-filled ruler. 
delights). : 
. Unbelief, 
cism. 
3. Wrong counselors. 


_ 


NS 


skepti- Faith in God’s prom- 
ises. 
Consideration of 


God’s will. 


4. Warring neigh- Confidence in God. 
bors. 

5. Ignorance of Spiritual teachers. 
God’s Word. 

6. Baalism (Mod- Recognition of God. 
ern ‘“‘isms’’). 

7. Famine, sickness, A compassionate 
misery. friend. 

8. Wine and dissipa- A prayerful guide. 
tion. 

9. Exaltation of self. Humility in worship. 

10. Crime and de- A consecrated evan- 
struction. gelist. ° 


11. Neglect of God. 

12, Social oppression. 

13. Universal corrup- 
tion. 


Dancer! Loox Our! 


This was the essence of the message 
of the prophet Isaiah to Israel, Judah, 
Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Ethiopia, and 
others (Isa. 5:8-22; 21:1, 11, 13, and other 
references). The sum tetal of prevail- 
ing evils equalled universal corruption, 
and Israel and neighboring nations were 
dashing toward certain ruin. Here and 
there a remnant of the people had dis- 
covered that God was greater than the 
most terrifying evil, and adequate for 
every human need. Individual: kings, 
such as Asa, Jehoshaphat, and Hezekiah, 
had: reminded their people of the Lord; 
individual prophets, like Elijah and 
Elisha, had brought material as well as 
spiritual relief. But the great masses, 


Revival of worship. 
Social justice. 
The Redeemer. 


separately and collectively, had set up. 


their independence of the Creator, and 
in spite of temporary relief, their funda- 
mental need had not been met. 

What was the remedy? Was there no 
secure and permanent redemption? As 
Isaiah studied God’s Word, and analyzed 
Jewish history, eternal truths were re- 
vealed te him (Gen. 3:15; 15:18; 49:10; 
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Deut. 28:63-67; 30:1-3; 2 Sam. 7:13-16). 
Just as captivity by Satan, and separa- 
tion from the Lord were the sinner’s 
doom, so, too, captivity by stronger polit- 
ical powers, and separation from national 
blessing were a reckless nation’s doom. 
The formula was the same: Sin = Cap- 
tivity by the foe + Separation from 
blessing (Isa. 1: 16-20). 

Alongside of this Isaiah saw another 
truth: A repentant sinner + A loving 
Saviour = Permanent redemption (Isa. 
45:21, 22). How Isaieh must have 
thrilled at the loving thoughts of God 
who, through the ages, had been watch- 
ing and guiding his obstinate people! 
Read Isaiah 55, and note verse 8; then 
read Isaiah 63:7-10. A way of release 
was provided, and to Isaiah the Holy 
Spirit gave new messages of hope for 
mankind. 

“Gop WITH Us!” 

1. God would send to earth a sign, his 
only begotten Son, as a normal, and yet 
an entirely unique personality (Isa. 7: 
14). 

2. This Son would be “Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace,” — 
the altogether sufficient Supply for man’s 
age-long need (Isa. 9:1-7). 

3. This Son at last set up a Kingdom 
where only willing subjects would be 
admitted, and for these subjects he would 
provide eternal security and permanent 
relief (Isa. 11:1-5). 

Over twenty-six hundred years have 
passed since Isaiah spoke, yet as we 
look around today we still see prevail- 
ing evils which correspond to each one 
listed on our chart. Can you name the 
modern counterparts for each of Israel’s 
troubles? 

To some of you life seems like a glori- 
ous lark, while to others it seems like a 
nightmare. Whatever our circumstances 
may be, let us remember that our earthly 
experience is, at best, a temporary one. 
Sooner or later our time for choosing 
will be over and you and I will stand 
face to face with eternity. How soon 
that will be none of us can know. Dan- 
ger! Look out! The warning is the 
same for us today —captivity and sep- 
aration. 

But we can praise God that the rem- 
edy is also the same. Are you aware 
that the Son of whom Isaiah spoke has 
céme (Matt. 1:23); permanent redemp- 
tion has been provided (Isa. 53:5, 6; 
John 19:30; Gal. 2:20); the promised 
Kingdom, one of endless security and re- 
lief, very different from our present 
world systems, is now being prepared for 
willing citizens (Isa. 64:4; John 14:1-3; 
Rev. 21:27)? Have you become per- 
sonally acquainted with the King? Are 
you_introducing others to him? 

During the next six months we shall 
study about the King, the Kingdom, and 
qualifications for citizenship. This week 
let us practice Psalm 95:6. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF: 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











October 1. Committing Ourselves to Christ. 
Rom. 12:1-8. 
Sunday, September 24 


What Jesus Said about Seeking 
God’s Kingdom (Matt. 6:19-34) 





Mon.—Seek it primarily (Luke 12:29-34). 

Tues.—Seek it by learning its mysteries. 
(Mark 4:10-12). 

Wed.—Seek it unencumbered (Matt. 19: 


23-26). 

Thurs.—Seek it as a little child (Mark 
10:13-16). 

Fri.—Seek it through repentance (Matt. 
21:28-32). 


Sat.—Seek it through love (Luke 10:25- 
28). 











CHRISTIAN worker had been away 

from home for a time. When he 
returned, he brought with him a beau- 
tiful doll for his little girl. After the 
glad greetings were over, he stood with 
the package behind him and asked his 
child, who stood there with her old, 
tattered rag doll, “Do you really love 
your daddy?” 

“Of course, I do, Daddy,” came the 
answer. 

“Well, then, will you give me your 
dolly?” he asked. 

The child’s face fell. “But, Daddy, I 
love my dolly, and she’s mine.” 

“Yes, but you say you love your daddy. 
Won’t you give him your dolly?” 

A bitter struggle went on in the lit- 
tle heart and was reflected in the trou- 
bled face. At length, love for her daddy 
won, and she ran to him, holding out 
the old rag doll. At that her father 
brought the package from behind his 
back and the little one could scarcely 
contain herself when she saw, not a 
new rag doll, but one with real hair and 
moveable eyes and that could cry, 
“Mamma.” 

ve 


When God asks us to turn away from 
“treasures upon earth,” his purpose is 
not to deprive us of anything of real 
good or lasting joy. He wants only to 
empty our hands and hearts of the things 
that cannot bring enduring contentment 
and satisfaction, so that he may give us 
the things that do satisfy. 

When we are busy and occupied with 
grasping after the tinsel and baubles of 
life, he cannot show us his better things, 
for where our treasure, or desire is, 
there will our hearts be also (v. 21). 

4 

God would have us consider also the 
instability and impermanence of earthly 
things (vs. 19 and 20). Not only do they 
fail to give real satisfaction, but they 
do not last. Money and possessions can 


























Lesson for September 24 


be swept away over night, as many have 
found in the last few years. Yesterday’s 
giddy whirl of pleasure brings no joy 
or comfort for today’s cares. When we 
put our dependence in such things we 
have nothing to stand upon when they 
are removed. This explains the many 
suicides that came after the financial 
crash of a few years ago. 
b 4 
Finally, God would have us under- 
stand that, if we really seek first his 
will and his righteousness, he will take 
care of us. We may not have some of 
the glittering trinkets that others love 
to play with and to display, but our 
needs will be supplied (v. 33). He wants 
us to have hearts free from anxious care 
about food, clothing, and a place in 
which to live (v. 31). This does not 
mean that we are never to give a thought 
about earning a living. We are to ex- 
ercise industry, economy, frugality, and 
all other such virtues. But we are also 
to trust our heavenly Father, who pro- 
vides for his lesser creatures (vs. 26 to 
30), and who can and will also provide 
for us, if we will let him do so. 
4 
Next week we shall see just how we 
may enter into this life of trust and 
seeking our Father’s will. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Wade C. Smith’s Engagements 


EADERS of THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times, and their friends, who live 
in or near the following towns will have 
a good opportunity during the next few 
months to hear Wade C. Smith, writer 
of “Say, Fellows, —” and designer of the 
Little Jetts. . 
Sept. 17-24.—First United Presbyterian 
Church, North Bend, Nebr. 
Sept. 27 to Oct. 8.—Powderhorn Park Bap- 
tist Church, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Oct. 9-12.—Presbyterian Church, Wahkon, 
Minn. 
‘ Oct. 15-26.—Church of the Crusaders, Toronto, 
an. 
Oct. 29 to Nov. 12.—First Presbyterian 
Church, Dunmore, Pa. 
Nov. 19-29.—Baptist and Presbyterian 
Churches,: Albany, Ga. 
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Birds of the Barrens 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


T WAS one of those days when May 

pretends that she is July and the ther- 
mometer had passed the ninety mark. 

Legally it was a half holiday, and 
Peter and Allie had made the Captain 
take the rest of it — illegally, so he said. 
Anyway, he seemed glad enough to run 
away from his office with them to the 
Cabin, beside the swift, silent, amber- 
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brown stream among the pitch pines in 
the Barrens. 

Years ago, before his children had 
grown to know more than he did, he 
had been the Captain of the Out-of- 
Doors Club, called the Band for short 
—and Peter and Allie still gave him 
that title. 

The dry heat, sweet with the scent of 
the pines, seemed to lie like a cloud 
above the white sand. and the millions 
of scrub oaks that carpeted the Barrens. 
The early flowers, the pyxie-moss, and 
the trailing arbutus were gone, but the 
sand myrtle was out early, and great 
masses of its feathery white blossoms 
showed like a mist. against the dark 
evergreen, boxlike leaves. 

In spite of the heat the trees were 
full of birds. Black and white warb- 
lers crept up and down the branches 
like nuthatches. Pine warblers with 
yellow breasts and wing bars trilled like 
chipping sparrows. Migrating myrtle 
warblers showed telltale yellow rump- 
patches, and now and then _black- 
throated green warblers on the way 
North sang, “Trees, trees, murmuring 
trees,” according to the late John Bur- 
roughs, although Peter insisted that they 
said, “Cheese, cheese, a little more 
cheese.” 

There was one bird whose seven, wire- 
thin notes ran up the scale instead of 
down. 

“That’s the prairie warbler,” the Cap- 
tain told them, and the next minute both 
Peter and Allie saw him on a little scrub 
dak, with his bright yellow sides streaked 
with black. 

“Later in the month we’ll find his 
nest all lined with fern-wool and set in 
a bush,” said the Captain. 

Then in a patch of woodland Peter 
saw a brownish bird with a mottled 
breast feeding on the ground. 

“It’s olive-brown with a spotted breast 
and ane eye-ring—an  olive-backed 
thrush,” he announced learnedly. 

“Do you notice that he walks,” sug- 
gested the Captain — and so he did. “All 
thrushes hop,” he went on. “Moreover 
his breast is not spotted but streaked. 
Also look at that orange patch on the 
top of his head.” 

“Well, what do you think he is?” said 
Peter at last, rather sulkily. 

“He’s the golden-crowned accentor,” 
announced the Captain pompously. 


“A which — what,” exclaimed Allie. ° 


“Commonly known as the ovenbird,” 
the Captain finished. 

“Oh, you mean the teacher bird,” said 
Allie, and just then, as if he had heard 
her, the bird began to say, “Teacher, 
teacher, teacher, TEACH.” 

As they started back to the Cabin 
along a little wood-road the Captain 
made them stop and listen. From a post 
oak came a droning note like the sound 
of a distant horn. 

“It’s the red-breasted nithiebile a fairly 
rare bird,” the Captain told them. 

. After lunch they went down to the 
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bathing beach, a big sandbank, for a 
swim. Just before they reached the 
place there was a great splashing in the 
water. All three hurried around the 
bend and there, skittering along the 
top of the stream was a mother duck, 
dark brown with a crested head and a 
white patch around her eyes. Behind 
her, peeping frantically, swam a line of 
tiny ducklings, golden-brown with black 
markings. Some of them could not keep 
up with the others, and two became 
tangled in the bushes beside the stream 
and peeped sorrowfully as they tried 
again and again to get loose. 

At last each of them became free’and 
as they rounded a little bend, saw their 
mother far, far ahead but waiting for 
them. They peeped and flapped their 
tiny stumpy wings and paddled with all 
their might until at last they joined the 

a 
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other ten and the whole brood moved 
away together. 

“The cunningest, darlingest ducklings 
in the world,” announced Allie, while 
the Captain told them that they were 
wood ducks and had all hatched out in 
a hole in a tree. 

“Probably the mother duck carries 
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them down to the water, but no one yet 
has ever seen her do it,” he said, and 
told them of a nest he had once known 
in a flicker’s hole a quarter of a mile 
from the nearest water. One duckling 
was left behind and was adopted by a 
farmer’s family. It used to paddle 
around the kitchen, catching flies, and 
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finally came to an untimely end by 
eating flies from flypaper, whose poison 
was evidently fatal both to flies and lit- 
tle ducks. 

As the stars began to show among 
the pines they sat down to supper on 
the porch above the stream. 

“Listen,” said the Captain, “and you’ll 
hear the last bird of the day.” 

Sure enough, at first far away -but 
then nearer and nearer and all around 
the Cabin came the wild, weird notes of 
the whippoorwills. 

Suddenly from a marshy place just 
across a sand-road sounded a honking, 
quacking chorus, so loud that it drowned 
out all the whippoorwills. 

“Sounds like a flock of wild geese gone 
crazy,” said Peter. 

“If we have a flashlight I’ll show you 
the bird that makes that noise,” said 
the Captain. 

A long search, however, failed to find 
any flashlight, and the Captain finally 
took a lighted candle and, followed by 
the other two, picked his way into the 
marsh from which the noise had come. 

It stopped instantly as they moved in. 
There, on a tiny sapling, the Captain 
pointed out to them a little green lump. 
Holding the light close, he thrust out 
his hand, and the next instant had in it 
a little leaf green frog with a violet 
throat, pink legs, and golden eyes, about 
half the size of a man’s thumb. 

“Let me present you to Mr. Anderson,” 
said the Captain. 

“He just couldn’t make that terrible 
noise,” exclaimed Allie. 

“He could and he does,” said the Cap- 
tain; “he’s the Anderson tree frog, the 
noisiest of all the frogs, except the spade- 
foot. Ill put him back in his tree and 
he’ll sing you a song.” 

Sure enough, as they picked their way 
back to the road, they heard once more 
a tremendous “Honk-quack, honk- 
quack,” as Mr. Anderson celebrated his 
escape. 


HAVERFORD, PA. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 18 to 24 


Mon.—Isaiah 9:1-7. Light in the Darkness, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a great 
light.” The “Sun of righteousness” has 
arisen; but many still sleep on in their 
sinfulness. We have a definite respon- 
sibility to bring the knowledge of sal- 
vation to all in the region of the shadow 


“of death. We all have light enough for 


this immediate duty. Light for duty is 
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Lesson for September 24 


the end of revelation. Pray for World 
Dominion, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City. 


Tues.—Isaiah 11:1-5. A Friend of the Oppressed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “With righteous- 
ness shall he judge the poor.” We help 
the Lord Jesus by walking in his steps. 
As he observed, and did something 
about oppressidns, should not we do so, 
too? The widow and the fatherless are 
to be remembered in their affliction. 
“The Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 
mercy” (Jas. 5:11). Pray for Hampden- 
Sydney College, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
Wed.—Psalm 72;1-7. The Righteous King. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He shall judge 
thy people with righteousness.” Christ’s 
kingship is one of the prominent themes 
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of the Scriptures. That he shall rule the 
world in righteousness is one of the 
grandest hopes of the people of God. 
The certainty of his righteous, universal 
sway waits upon his personal pleasure, 
and the stroke of the accurate clock of 
God. Pray for Grace Theological Semi- 
nary, Winona Lake, Ind. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 25:1-5, A Refuge from the Storm. 

PRAYER SUGGEsTIONS: .“Thou hast been 

, . a refuge from the storm.” We are 
capable of only a piecemeal appreciation 
of what God is-to us in Christ. Among 
the innumerable figures of his personal 
interest, and preserving care we have 
the refuge, or shelter from the storm. 
The storms of life are bound to come; 
the wrath of Satan is inescapable; but 
“God is our-refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble” (Psa. 46:1). 
Pray for Stony Brook School, Stony 
Brook, L. I. N. Y. 


Fri.—Isaiah 42:1-4. A Leader Undiscouraged. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He shall not fail 
nor be discouraged.” Let Christ who is 
your Saviour be your pattern of forti- 
tude and courage. Men will seek to 
dissuade you from your mission; the 
world will seek to intimidate you by its 
opposition, and Satan will endeavor to 
dishearten you by his onslaughts. Set 
your face like a flint to fulfill your 
heavenly vision, and God will never let 
you be confounded. Discouragement 
is the Devil’s clever scheme to rob you 
of your crown. Pray for Belhaven Col- 
lege, Jackson, Miss. 


Sat.—Isaiah 40:27-31. 
God Giveth Power and Strength. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He giveth power 
to the faint; and to them that have no 
might he increaseth strength.” The man 
who has no troubles is the most miser- 
able man in the world. God honors only 
acts of virtue,. The ground is most fruit- 
ful that is oft agitated by man, and vis- 
ited by the Lord. Storms and showers 
are essential to fruitfulness and harvests. 
Pray for Biblical Research Society, 4417 
Berenice Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif. 
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Sun.—Isaiah 35:5-10. Zion’s Happy Future. 
PRAYER SuccEstions: “Sorrow and sigh- 
ing shall flee away.” The future for the 
child of God is “as bright as the prom- 
ises of God.” Sorrow and sighing abound 
here, but they will be unknown in 
Heaven. Christ never bemoaned the 
brevity wf life. Eternal life and the 
glories of Heaven are promised to them 
that love the Lord. Earth’s gloom will 
one day give way to heavenly glory. Pray 
for Russian Missionary Service, 850 E. 
Thompson Street, Philadelphia. 


The Layman Tithing Bulletin 


HE Bulletin, as prepared by The Lay- 

man Company, offers every church 
the most effective tithing education, plus 
relief from half of the expense and 
worries of the ordinary church bul- 
letin. 

The Bulletin consists of four pages. 
Pages 1 and 4 are for the use of the 
local church. They may be printed, 
multigraphed, or mimeoed at one im- 
pression. Pages 2 and 3 carry any one 
of thirty-two of the famous Layman 
tithing messages. 

This affords a quiet but effective 
course in stewardship education. It 
combines simplicity, effectiveness, and 
economy. Sample set of 32 different 
Bulletins, including 16 in new type form 
and just revised, will be sent to any 
address for 20 cents. 

When you write please mention THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, also give your 
denomination.—The Layman Company, 
730 Rush Street, Chicago. 
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Great Leaders Say: 


“It is scholarly and evangelical and a 
marvel of condensation. — Bible teacher 
or student can afford "to be without 
standard work.” — Paul W. Rood. 


“Of this work I have a v very ae apltion. 
We consult it ey: 

growing interest. It contains so. a 
variety of information that if a man had 
no other exposition he would find him- 
self at no great loss if he possessed this 
and used it diligently.” — C. H. Spurgeon. 


“It is without doubt the best all-eround 
one-volume commentary in 
It is loyal to the Bible as the Ward ‘of 
Gee It is scholarly and brings to bear 
pon the explanation of difficult passages, 
keen intellectual insight and vast knowl- 
edge of all Biblical subjects.’”” — The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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nace should be in the library of ev 
preacher — indeed of eve Bibic 
student of the land. I have been ndebted 
to this great work for a generation.” 

— George W. Truett, D.D 


- we heartily recommend it, both for 
its evangelical, spiritual | character and 
its practical presentation.” 

— Walter A. Maier, D.D. 
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for your copy. You will discover that the Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commentary on the 
whole Bible will be one of the best investments you ever made. This great work is a fount of 
Biblical knowledge and inspiration to spiritual leaders and teachers. It illumines the Sacred 
Page; aids in an intelligent, thoughtful interpretation of the Word; and fosters a deeply 
spiritual atmosphere. 
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Look at these unsolicited comments from thankful readers: 


“A wonderfy) Fook ow book put in such simple phrases that the ordinary layman can understand them.’’ — C. J. Young, East 
Stanwood, 


**T am delighted ds the Commentary. It is far beyond my expectation and is a mine of Biblical information.” —E. C. Pyatt, 
Phillipsburg; N. 


“* The new Cohatiintany came Morday. I find the new print much easier to study.””— Mrs. J. H. Halverson, Jeffers, Minn. 


Larger Type, Better Binding, A Bigger Book 


This is the finest one volume edition of the Jamieson, Fausset and Brown world famous Commentary. 





Thousands have made helpful use of its verse-by-verse analysis of the whole Bible — Old and New 
Testament, Also contains critical and explanatory notes, full introductions and subject contents. 
WARNING! Robert Jamieson, D.D., A. R. Fausset M.A., 
This is an entirely was Minister of St. Paul’s bel eo oe ii 
Jamieson, Fausset Church, Glasgow; Pee Se ee Serena 
yates cape gp em David Brown, D.D., cal School of the Church 
Pre trp bine no was a renowned Presby- of England, and Rector of 
gn git terian Minister and later, St. Cuthbert’s, York. 
first per Ha ger Professor of Theology ’ Widely known as the au- 
new large-type one- Aberdeen. Widely known 
puperinciie ‘will: as as aconservative. Author ‘hor of many scholarly, 
tenis you. of many able books. highly valued books. 
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